
Appendix 4

Thank you, Chairman

I am the local Ward Councillor for Alton, Whitedown and a member of Alton Town 
Council Planning Committee.  I was also a member of the steering group that wrote 
the Alton Neighbourhood Plan and was responsible for the section which included 
the sports centre.

After many years of discussions there is now a very real prospect of a new sports 
and leisure centre in Alton.  For this we need to recognise the time and resources 
that relevant Councillors and Officers in EHDC have given to this project to bring us 
to this position.

We also need to thank that the Alton Sports Clubs, the residents of Alton and Alton 
Town Council for the great efforts they have made in scrutinising and commenting on 
these plans. Plus responding to the public consultation organised so well by Alton 
Town Council.

I have previously raised a number of objections in meetings of Alton Town Council 
Planning Committee and many of these have been addressed by revised plans or 
additional information being provided.

With regard to sustainable energy I am pleased to see that the use of energy saving 
measures will be more than 10% above the Building Regulations requirements as 
required in the outline permission.  However, I would have liked it to go much further 
and incorporate energy generating measures such as PV solar panels, water heating 
panels plus biomass heating facilities.  These are particularly needed for a building 
which will require substantial quantities of energy to operate.

Similarly, for a building designed for a lifetime of at least 20 years there should be 
many more vehicle charging points than just four.  In fact, the UK Government wants 
the majority of vehicles to be electric by 2030.

If Planning Permission is granted, then it is essential that there be a comprehensive 
Construction Management Plan put in place.  This Plan must be strictly enforced 
(with regular liaison meetings) to minimise disruption to the residents of Whitedown 
and Alton as a whole.  Traffic and parking on the very busy Chawton Park Road is 
likely to be a major concern.  This is particularly important as it is expected that work 
on replacing the Butts Bridge and associated road works will be in progress at the 
same time as the sports centre construction. In fact, these two projects will be the 
biggest infrastructure construction works in Alton for over 40 years.

It is also essential that a Phasing Plan is put in place and strongly enforced to ensure 
minimal disruption to the normal operations of the Cardiac Rehab Centre and the 
existing Sports Centre.

The Neighbourhood Plan set several objectives. These are:

 That the existing sports centre be refurbished or preferably be replaced with a 
new  sports centre

 That a new sports centre be built on a site adjacent to the existing one
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 That it be ready for use by 2018
 That it be partly funded by developers contributions (in fact almost one third is 

coming from developers contributions)
 There should be no interruption to service whilst the new one is being built.

If permission for this application is granted, then it is expected to achieve these 
objectives with the exception of 2018 which is now 2019.
 
Thank you


